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DBA Research Interest Statement

As part of your DBA program application, please complete the statement below to help the DBA program team understand the research area and topic you are interested in exploring during your doctoral study. You are not expected to have a fully developed research proposal at this stage, and your ideas may develop further as you progress through the program.
Suggested length: 1,500–2,000 words (excluding references).

	
Applicant Name

	



	1. Provisional title 

Provide a clear and concise title that reflects your research interest and topic. This is a working title and may change as your research develops. 


	







	2. Your area of interest 

Describe the topic, issue, or professional challenge you are interested in exploring. Briefly explain the context in which it occurs and who or what is affected. Where relevant, indicate the sector, type of organization, and country or regional context.



	







	3. Why does this matter? 

Explain why this topic is important and worth investigating. You may draw on your professional experience and consider the topic’s relevance, significance, and potential implications for professional practice and for organizations, industries, leaders, employees, communities, or other stakeholders.



	


	




	4. What do you already know about the topic, and what is missing?


Explain what you already know about the topic based on your experience and any reading or exploration you have done. You may draw on relevant academic, professional, industry, organizational, or other credible sources, and identify aspects of the topic that remain unclear or may benefit from further investigation. A detailed literature review is not required at this stage.

If you have prior research experience relating to the topic, you are welcome to discuss relevant theories, concepts, research findings, or areas of debate, and identify potential gaps or questions that could be explored further.



	







	5. What would you like to find out, and how might you explore this?

Explain what you would like to understand through your DBA research and what you hope to achieve. You may include a research question that captures your research topic, if you have one, and/or identify potential research objectives. 

Provide initial thoughts on how you might investigate the topic, including the types of information or evidence you might need and how you might gather it. For example, you might consider interviews, surveys, observations, existing data or information, comparisons between different settings or cases, or a combination of approaches. Briefly consider any potential challenges you may face in conducting the research and how these might be addressed or managed. A detailed research methodology is not required at this stage.

If you have previous research experience or knowledge of research methods, you are welcome to provide further detail on your proposed methodology, including the approach you might use and why it would be appropriate.


	







	References	

List the main sources you used in developing your research interest statement. These may include academic publications, books, professional or industry reports, organizational reports, or other credible sources.
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